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TRAVEL IN PATAGONIA.

A BOOK FULL OF INTEREST,

IDLE DAYS IN PATAGONIA. Ty W. I, Huadson,
¢, M. 20 S, Hiustmted h\ Alf=1 Hartley and J.
‘Tulet,  Bva, pp. 2040 Appleton & Co,

This 15 not a volume o h» talien up, vead throuzh
at lendlong apecd, and then thrown sside. 1t 15 a
book (o Le savored,  The reader, If he wishes truly
to apprehend fts scope and purpose, 1o apprecile s
best qualitles, o understund ts peenlhorities. it
begin by putting himsell, ns far as pos sihie, 1n the
place of the writer, Thus only can the mal
pifleasice of the work be perecived and  measured.
But, treated thus, the boolk will be found full of i
lerest In many wavs,  The unthior pussed some yoears
in Patagonia, In the valley watered by H< one i

=hie-

river, and he enme entlrely tnder the Infhieness—aovd
plains sn

they are—of those vist
either hunmn o wnit 'pm

that o =poldl ke

strangs Influenecs
Mtle stirped with 1ife,
those who Jive I Putagonin 1t saems
They cease to cure for ur to think about the thing-
of the basy world which they hnve left be A, The
unbounded plain, the unbrolen forest, come T furnish
them with all the varled intetest life demands, Now
and then, Indesd, some purely ciy bred man finds
Blmsel quite lost In = this pew world which Is the old,”
and lunguishies for the tleshpots of Feypt.  But the
great majority swiftly pecommodite themselves 1o the
return to primeval way<, and gnd teangqulility anlt hap
pluess In the change.

In the part of Patagonla where Mr. Hudson Hyved the

goclety was, to say the least, scante. Mo Bl mself
ecould Alscaver hut one hool, and that an antiqunted
eopy of Spanish devotions, For dissipation all he
eould do wus to play cards with un od Indian  who
éid not know much 1o begin with and lnd recaunted
it oMl long agn. Lot company was pever ml=sed. The
traveller would rise in the morntug, eut hls Lreakfast—
a meal rediuced to the very simplest prop wibons
saddle Ms horse, and plunge ot onee Into the Immense
plain, where he il wander purposeless, willdess,
fucally Idle, the livelong day. Never was or conll
be Idling =0 sysiewatle ally and extepsively corried on
as in thls vallex. The weither was as a rile =simply
perfect.  sleep eonld e hudt omt of doors qulle as
comfortatly and securely s within There wers nn
furmidable wild beats 10 be In fear of.  Soe 1 Crentires
gs exlsted wore, With one or two re piillan exceptions,
both harmless and timid.

Provided that enongh conld  bhe Tad vt
Arink—and there seens 10 have been uo re al diffienly
ahont this, though the Wil of fare was =hort eoongh
there was nothing 10 be concerned dhont. O antliog
15 & teained naturalist, und therefors fonnd vonstant
int re-t in studving the leasts and s of tha country ;
and he could Ne on b= buck for hours under 1l
equable sun and lazily ponder the problems which
exercised Nis mind In this Lotos Land, and  thess
problems Whieh beset Lim in his Patagonian solitnde
he has taken away from the great plilns whers they
were engendered, and las dealt with them in his
book In & curlous, unlterary fashion, which 1o the
ohsarvant reader will =trongly recall the peenliorl
tirs of the coaaitions amid which he winrlimd.  =ueh
questions as the effect of white in Kirge  musses
upon the human mind: of the optical powers of
savige racea. of the effect of color in the eyes of
birds, and next, of men and wouien, are the nutters
which engage his attention and develop s pea-oning
tendencles,

Iz there, for Instance, ahout
& snow-coversd landscape, or about the spowy fur or
plumage of arctle birds and beasts? 1s n white bear,
for cxample, more dresdful 1o encounter than a
wrown or a black one! Mr. lerman Melville =avs
te Is. but Mr, Hndson eritivises Mr, Melville's hy
pothests, and would discover some other explann
tion of the mysterous effect of Whiteness- which
effect he admits to be real and not imagirary,  Hls
own Imagination travels far and swifily enough when
he suggests that In by gone ages man, Hehting seain-t
resistless advanes of spow and les, may have left o
his blood, 1o be trunsmitted to his dlstant descendants,
an unconsclons recognition of thut  proteacted  and
terrible struggle. No doubt this is possible. =0 muny
things for which no cvidence oan be adduced  are
possible; but certainly it docs pot sound very prob
able.

1o and

something uneanny

On  another subject, namely, the ovesizht  of
savages, Mr. Hudson has something o s which
deserves more setlous attention. After long und
careful observation le bis become convineed that
gavages do mpot possess  exceptionally  strong und
Eeen eyesight: that, in eflect, thelr exesight 1= In no
essentinl respect better than that of the ivilized

peoples: that thelr eyes am subject to ull the defects
which elvillzed evesight suffers from, but that, Inas
‘IJ"II'

much as they have no oplivians or o ullsts,

complaints are not attended to.  They cun see thinga

which they have been alfenstomed zll thelr Hves
Tt 1f

10 see, ol great distgnees and quite clearly
gn object which s new o them comes within the
range of thelr vision at the samis distunce they are
quite as lkely to make mistalies shbont Gt oas s
civillzed observers,  These and many other oliservi
tiens upon the habits and wavs of the Guuachos, 1o
getner with sll those upon the faunn of the countres,
are  remarkabie  for  vigor  and  Independenes  of
thought and the Ingenlous collocatlon of unfumillar
fdens In various relations.

After reading Mr. Hudson's boolt with due cure, one
feals that Patugonia ought to L o mognifivent e
course for the world-wearled souls who are exhausted
by the excitement of life at Nieh pressure, In the
bosom of that great pladn, do the cllence of those
primeval forests, In the poace of  that  passiogless
regton, In the enthe absence of wll the forms of ac
uvity developed by clvilizntlen, man has an opportunity
to renew himself by plunging into the Baosom of the
beginninigs.  This f< the el story and secret of the

bonk, and It 1= told in & munner to carry with i
& cortaln attraction and even farchuntion, of ull
modern books of travel it ls certainly one of the

sitpe will al=o find
stggestive,

most ofiginal, und many we abte
1t one of the most interesting and
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